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Normandy Press Pack 2011

Normandy is a feast for all of the senses. A land fashioned by history, from William
the Conqueror to World War II, the breathtaking beauty of its landscapes and the
richness of its gastronomy ensure its tranquil countryside, quaint villages and bustling
towns will continue to entice and delight visitors for many centuries to come.
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Travelling to Normandy

New! ~
CityJet CITYJETS  Brittany Ferries Brittany Ferries

Fly from central London direct to Normandy www.brittanyferries.co.uk
www.cityjet.com Portsmouth — Caen Ouistreham
Portsmouth — Cherbourg

e  CityJet continue their new route from London City Poole — Cherbourg

Airport direct to Deauville Normandy Airport in 2011.
Prices start from 59€ one way including taxes.

e  Subsidary of Air France KLM, CityJet is the largest
carrier operating at London City Airport and provides
convenient and hassle-free travel.

e Full service offering:

- No baggage fees or check-in fees

- Drinks and snacks included

- 28 Kkilos of luggage

- Golf bags fly free

- 15 minutes check in with hand luggage
- 20 minutes with luggage

e Passengers travelling to and from the airport enjoy fast
Since its formation, in 1972 in order to transport cauliflowers

and artichokes from Roscoff to Plymouth, Brittany Ferries
has grown into the leading maritime carrier on the Western

transfers on the Dockland Light Railway DLR with a
journey time of 22 minutes to Bank and 14 minutes to

Poplar.

and Central Channel.

Not only a ferry operator, it acts as a tour operator as well,
supplying a vast range of self-drive holidays throughout
France, Spain and Portugal and operates one of the most
modern fleets on the Channel. It accounts for over 50% of
the traffic on the Western Channel.

With elegant surrounding, stylish bars and lounges, Brittany
Ferries offers onboard accommodation, entertainment for
children, dining and shopping to enjoy the experience of
cruising across the Channel.

Press Contact Press Contact
Catherine Stuyck, Corporate Communications Manager Christopher Jones, Communications Executive
catherine.stuyck@cityjet.com christopher.jones@brittanyferries.com
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New!
LD Lines

www.ldlines.co.uk

LD Lines

Portsmouth - Le Havre

Newhaven — Dieppe

e  Subsidiary of Louis Dreyfus Armateurs Group, a major
player in maritime transport since 1904, now with a fleet
of over 60 ships operating worldwide.

e | D Lines offers low ferry fares and cheap ferry crossings
to Normandy.

e New innovative booking search engine online :
customers can easily compare prices around the
preferred date and times.

e | D Lines have launched the LD Lines Frequent
Traveller Scheme. Passengers can collect LD Miles
with each crossing and enjoy free trips.

.

]

e LD Lines’ new ferry launch offer for 2011

The Normand Leader, LdLines’ brand new ship, currently
under construction in Singapore, is due to enter service in
May 2011, on the Portsmouth — Le Havre route from £82.50
each way.

e Avirtual tour of Norman Leader is also available via the
LD Lines website www.ldlines.com click on Norman
Leader.

Press Contact

Nick Stevens, Press Representative
nichassociates@gmail.com

New!

Travelling to Normandy

Eurotunnel EURO
TUNNEL

www.eurotunnel.com

Folkestone — Calais v

e Provides the fastest route to France by car: From
Folkestone to Calais in just 35 minutes.

e Eurotunnel wins IFW Award for ===,
Leadership in Sustainable i
Development. Eurotunnel is
described as:

- Aninfrastructure which
facilitates Channel crossing
without any contact with the
marine environment

- Atransport system powered by electricity, with a
carbon footprint far smaller than its competitors

- Policies that target energy reduction, waste
management, water treatment and noise control

- Asite in Coquelles, France, that generates electricity
from renewable sources using wind turbines

- Atrack record in the preservation and maintenance of
biodiversity in both the UK and France

Furostar

www.eurostar.com
London - Paris

Eurostar from London to Paris takes just 2 hrs 15 mins.
Then from Paris, take an SNCF train from Paris Gare Saint-
Lazare to Normandy.

Ryanair
www.ryanair.co.uk

Dublin / Glasgow / Edinburgh - Paris Beauvais
East Midlands / London Stanstead - Dinard

Ryanair offers flights to the North West of France. Paris
Beauvais is just an hour’s drive to Normandy, and Dinard is 2
hours from Caen.

A fast rail link to boost travel to Normandy was confirmed at the end of 2010. The proposal to extend the future Paris- Le Havre
TGV line to include Basse Normandy promises a travel time of 1 hr 30 mins from Paris to Caen and 2 hrs 30 mins from Paris to
Cherbourg. The Ministry of Transport said the rail line was necessary to help promote the Seine Valley and Normandy as a whole.
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What’s on in Normandy in 2011?

Here are just a few of the events taking place in Normandy this year.
Keep an eye out for others dotted around the rest of the press pack!

12" March - 22" May 2011

Exhibition ‘From Delacroix to Marquet’ - Le
Havre, Seine Maritime

In celebration of its 50th year, the Malraux Museum has
become Le Musée d’Art Moderne André Malraux or MuMa
(Mu for Musee and Ma for Malraux). A special exhibition of
works by Delacroix, Corot, Pissarro, Monet, Renoir,
Bonnard, Degas, Whistler, Eva Gonzales, Marquet donated
by the granddaughter of Olivier Senn member of the Circle of
Modern Art and collector.

www.lehavre.fr

315t March - 30" December 2011

Emakimono and Bayeux Tapestry - Bayeux,
Calvados

Medieval East meets West as 11th Century Bayeux Tapestry
is displayed alongside 12th Century Japanese scroll, Ban
Dainagon Emaki. These stories come together for the first
time in history.

www.tapisserie-bayeux.fr

15t April - 3 July 2011
Exhibition Bonnard in
Normandy - Musée des
Impressionnismes de
Giverny, Eure

In 1911, Pierre Bonnard
rented La Roulotte, a house in
Vernonnet and continued to
holiday there regularly until
1938. The Museum of
Impressionism pays homage
to the artist by exhibiting
around 60 of his paintings,
drawings and photographs of

his time in Normandly.

14" May 2011 at Sunset

Pierres en Lumieres - Orne

This magical evening is a perfect family discovery of
remarkable monuments and sites in Orne with candlelit
tours, illuminations and concerts.
www.ornetourisme.com

14" May - 25" September 2011

Christian Dior Museum - Granville, Manche

This year’s exhibition focuses on the work of artists, writers
and musicians who were close to Dior, or directly inspired by
the iconic French fashion designer.
www.musee-dior-granville.com

28" May - 4" June 2011

Jazz under the apple trees! - Coutances, Manche
The biggest jazz festival in Western France includes over a
hundred different concerts featuring international artists.
Celebrating its 30th year, the line up includes US Jazz trio
Ron Carter, Russell Malone and Mulgrew Miller, as well as
the Mistico Mediterraneo trio of Italy and many more.
www.jazzsouslespommiers.com

Jazz under the apple trees!

28 — 29t May 2011

Joan of Arc Festival - Rouen, Seine Maritime
Annual event paying homage to the Catholic Saint in the
town where she was burnt at the stake in 1431. The town
bursts into blue and white colours in recognition of this
French heroine for two days.

www.rouentourisme.com
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What’s on in Normandy in 2011?

31 May, 1°*and 3° June 7" July 2011

2011 Tour de France - Lisieux,

Atys Theatre production - Calvados

Caen, Calvados Lisieux is hosting the Tour de France this
The Baroque opera favoured by summer and cyclists will race through

Louis XIV by Jean-Baptiste Lully is Basse Normandie countryside as part of

: resurrected 24 years after its world the 226km stage from Dinant to the
% \,‘v”' tour. An emotional performance of Pays d’Auge, the longest stage in the
the story of the Sangaride nymph, the competition.

shepherd Atys or goddess Cybele will leave www.letour.fr/2011
a cathartic sentiment on the audience.
www.theatre.caen.fr Every weekend in September 2011

September Music Festival - Across Orne

6" June 2011 Artists perform amidst some of the most impressive sites
67th Anniversary D-Day commemorations - and monuments of Orne, many music genres from nation
Landing Beaches, Calvados & Manche orchestras to vocal groups
The celebration of the success of Operation Overlord and of www.septembre-musical.com

the DDay landings will be marked by a special service of 800
paratroopers landing on the beaches along with official
ceremonies.

www.normandiememoire.com

i
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Orne’s Musical September Festival

_ s 2" — 11" September 2011
D-Day commemorations Deauville American Film Festival

- Deauville, Calvados
22" . 26" June 2011 Screening the best of the
6th Tour of Normandy - Vintage Car Rally year's US releases, the
The Tour de Normandy includes classic and vintage cars festival attracts a mix of
dating back from 1900 to 1975, driving through towns and occasional moviegoers
villages across Normandy. and absolute film
www.tourdenormandie.com fanatics. Well attended by

a host of big name stars,
9" June - 29" September 2011 Deauville Film festival
Les jeudis du Pin - Le-Pin-au-Haras, Orne oozes glitz and glamour.
Every Thursday, the internationally known stud farm, known www.festival-deauville.com

as the “Versailles of Horses” treats visitors to an amazing

display of dressage and show-jumping.

www.haras-national-du-pin.fr B
Normandy 7
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Happy Birthday Normandy

A celebration of Medieval Times

In 2011, Normandy celebrates the very special 1,100th anniversary of the
treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte which marked the creation of the Duchy of
Normandy.

England and France have been closely linked for almost a thousand years, but no area of France
has had such an influence on our joint history as Normandy.

Named after the Viking warriors the Norsemen-— or ‘men from the north’ — the Duchy of Normandy
was created in 911 when the gloriously named French king, Charles the Simple conceded “all of

the land from the Epte to the sea” to Rollo.

Rollo converted to Christianity and the Vikings soon established a harmonious relationship with local people, integrating into
society and bringing with them a regime of order that was to end up on our own side of the Channel in 1066 with William the
Conqueror, Duke of Normandy who became King of England after the Battle of Hastings.

This year marks the 1100th anniversary of the historic agreement and the region - its towns, villages and
people- will be celebrating with a series of special events.

All the events across the region will be listed on the following website from April 2011
www.happybirthdaynormandie.com

William the Conqueror has his very own blog. Learn about William and read his postings at

www.lafabuleuseepopee.com

Medieval Events and Celebrations

William the Conqueror Tours Bayeux Medieval Festival
Calvados Calvados
215t - 22" May 1t = 3 July

A special programme of family outings, walks, sports, walks
and medieval activities will be let by tour guides in the
Calvados region to mark the 1,100th birthday.
www.calvados-tourisme.com

Les Andelys Medieval Festival
Les Andelys, Eure
25" - 26™ June

The streets will be lined with medieval festivities including a

medieval market, street performances, medieval dancing, -
fireworks and entertainment to celebrate the 1,100th A celebration of the Middle Ages in Bayeux with king’s jesters,

birthday. jugglers, minstrels, knights and craftsmen. Expect to be swept
www.eure-tourisme.fr up in the maelstrom of medieval markets, medieval balls,

costume parade and workshops with medieval taverns and
local restaurants rustling up delicacies, cooked medieval style!
www.bessin-normandie.com

—
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Happy Birthday Normandy

New!

Rendez-vous a la Cathédrale

Bayeux, Calvados

12" July — 27" August at dusk, on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays

llluminations will project on the Bayeux Cathedral and the
courtyard of Hoétel du Doyen starting at nightfall. The display
will emphasize this masterpiece of gothic architecture, the
last resting place of Richard I, King of England.
www.bessin-normandie.com

Medieval Festival of Domfront

Orne

6th — 7" August

The medieval town of
Domfront hosts its bi-
annual medieval
festival, a bustling
weekend event where
the streets are filled
with entertainment and
stalls, with artisans
selling their crafts and
regional produce. Meet
the trio of minstrels
whose troubadour

songs, 13th Century motets rondos and sephardic chants
will take you on a journey through 13th century medieval
Europe. Visitors go back in time as the ruined castle re-
enacts medieval life.

www.ornetourisme.com

New!

Medieval Feast at La Ferme de la Ranconniére
Crépon, Calvados

La Ferme de la Ranconniére offers a medieval dining
experience based on medieval ingredients with a modern
twist, such as braised wood pigeon decorated with
cinnamon and of course, accompanied with Calvados.
www.ranconniere.fr

Medieval Festival
Chateau de Crévecoeur, Calvados
7" - 15" August

I\

Chateau de Crévecoeur

The castle and grounds are transformed into a 15th century
setting to accommodate a medieval re-enactment as
historical groups, skilled craftsmen and professionals
recreate life in the Middle Ages. The medieval scenes are
approved by historians to ensure that every scene is
accurate and that visitors feel like they are witnessing the
daily life of 600 years ago.
www.chateau-de-crevecoeur.com

Sound and light Show

Saint-Pierre sur Dives Abbey, Calvados

22M _ 231 Jyly

The small town of Saint-Pierre-sur-Dives, from which William
and his army set sail for England celebrates the millennial
anniversary of the Abbey with a sound and light show on
both dates. Concerts, carnivals and medieval markets will
also take place around Saint-Pierre-sur-Dives region this
summer.

www.millenairestpierre.fr/site
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Restoring Mont-Saint-Michel

Saving Mont-Saint-Michel from the sands:
an operation of worldwide and nationwide interest

Restoring Mont St-Michel to its marine setting is part of a great ambition: to conduct an in-
depth renovation of the landscape that serves as a jewel-case to one of mankind’s major
shrines, and renew the path of discovery of the site, in the spirit of the pilgrims crossing over.

Mont-Saint-Michel stands in a bay with breathtaking scenery and ecosystems. It is a spot of
unmatched beauty that features twice in UNESCO's list of world heritage sites (1979).

However, in the short term, Mont St-Michel is facing the threat of becoming irremediably
landlocked. Around the rock, silting has worsened over the centuries and with successive human
interventions — polderization, the building of the causeway, and the dam fitted with floating sluice-gates...
Colonisation by plant life continues. The natural sands are spoilt by the presence of a parking area.

IN 2014

Europe, the French State and the local and regional authorities have joined forces in recovering the spirit of the place so that this
treasure of all mankind should remain a sought-after monument for generations to come.

The idea is to restore a marine setting to Mont St- Michel with tidal water all around on a regular basis, by using the combined
power of the water from the incoming tide and from the River Couesnon. Reclaiming the sands in this way also means doing away
with the 15 hectares of car and coach parks, as well as the causeway linking the rocky island to the mainland, as they have blocked
the tidal currents for over 130 years.

The idea is also to have a completely new approach to the monument for the annual 3
million sightseers. From the mainland up to the Mont, a new approach road is to be
constructed: you arrive at a parking area with reception and information services, 2.5 km
(1.5 mi) from the Mont, and take the footpaths or public transport shuttle. You will then be
able to taste the old spirit of crossing over to Mont St-Michel, taking the time needed to
take in the bay scenery, stopping off at the dam then the pedestrian footbridge offering an

unbroken view of Tombelaine rock, Mont St-Michel and the bay.

These new conditions of access to the rock will play a crucial role in controlling the influx of tourists.

Agenda:
2012 > The new parking area on the mainland and the public transport will be commissioned to carry visitors to the Mont

2014 < Afinal stage is to be reached with completion of the pedestrian bridge, and still more symbolically in 2015 with the
destruction of the causeway after over a century

For more information: www.projetmontsaintmichel.fr Press Contact: Claire Montemont claire.montemont@wanadoo.fr

-
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Mont-Saint-Michel

As a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Mont-Saint-Michel stands in a bay with breathtaking scenery.
The spot of unmatched beauty attracts 3 million visitors every year. Thanks to the restoration, the rocky
island and its awe inspiring abbey, will continue to attract future generations from all around the world

Segway the bay Marée Time Restaurant
o The segway scooter is the newest in Beauvoir

environmentally friendly way of Oysters and mussels, seafood galore!
travelling around the bay. After a With a view of Mont-Saint-Michel,

MOULES
de BOUCHOTS

short training session to master this is the perfect stop for seafood
the machine, take to the paths lovers, with regional products sold in
and enjoy the scenery on your the shop to take away.

own scooter cruise. www.mareetime.en

www.mobilboard.com

*kk

Camping Haliotis
in Pontorson

Night walk to Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey Situated just 9 km from the famous Mont St Michel and

A magical, intimate way to discover the abbey at dusk, nestling on the banks of the river Couesnon, Haliotis campsite
accompanied by music and lights, in the summer evening is a perfect spot for relaxation and provides an ideal

breeze. environment for couples and families. Indulge in the26° the
www.mont-saint-michel.monuments-nationaux.fr heated pool and the sauna. For keen cyclist or hikers, cycling

paths link the campsite to the Mont St Michel. Children are
bound to love the sports grounds, the new playground, the
kid’s club and the mini farm, where they can see goats, ponies
and rabbits roaming around.
www.camping-Haliotis-mont-saint-michel.com

L’Auberge de la Baie

in Ardevon

This hotel faces the Mont-Saint-Michel and has been
Le Domaine de la Besnerie expanded to offer 31 rooms as of 2010. A traditional Norman
in Tanis menu is on offer in the restaurant with salt marsh lamb,
A few minutes from the Mont-Saint-Michel, a revived seafood platter and Norman crepes! Enjoy the view on the
farmhouse gite offers 4 rooms each with a marine ambience. heated terrace, just a couple of miles from the rocky island.
The B&B offers a pool, sauna and spa, tennis badminton www.aubergedelabaie.fr
and volleyball all for a minimum price of 70€ per
night or 430€ to 650€ for the week. N
www.domainedelabesnerie.com Al‘_.» <
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Equestrian Normandy

The World Equestrian Games 2014 come to Normandy.

The build up has begun as Normandy is to host the 2014 World Equestrian
Games. The Normandy region, and particularly Lower Normandy excels in

hosting up to 4000 annual equestrian events, including several international competitions such as the
Concours Complet at the Haras du Pin, the Jumping International in Caen or the Polo Cup in Deauville.

Facts and figures about Normandy, one of

Europe’s leading equestrian regions:

o 4,400 companies

° France’s leading horse-breeding region: 8,300
horse breeders with 10,000 births a year

° 40% of the French racehorses bred

° 20% of the sports horses and 60% of the winning
horses bred

° Nearly 1,000 stallions siring half the thoroughbred,
French trotter and French saddle horses in France

° 238,000 hectares of pastures devoted to the
equine industry

° 300 horse-riding centres

o 31 hippodromes

° €620 million in sales

° Two national stud farms and around 24 private stud
farms

° The Institute of Horse Pathology, the only one of its
kind in the world

o The Franck Duncombe Laboratory devoted to
equine biology, number two in Europe

° Deauville Airport, which specialises in transporting

horses.

Stud farms in Normandy:
Home to two French National
Studs, Le Haras du Pin built
by Louis XIV in 1714, thus

known as the “Versailles for

horses” with 2,500 acre
estate . The second, Le Haras
de Saint Lo, built in 1806, is
dedicated to the breeding of Selle

Francais (the French warmblood), the
Norman Cob and Percheron. They provide services such as
the identification of horse family members, siring, semen
dissemination, training, research and knowledge
dissemination.

Save the date
The World Equestrian Games 2014
from August 17" to 315 2014

The centre of Caen, the Basse-Normandie region’s capital,

will turn into a huge “equestrian stadium” where seven of
the eight disciplines on the program will take place. The
endurance ride will take place between the Haras du Pin
and the Bay of Mont-Saint-Michel. Two demonstration
events, horseball in Saint-L6 and polo in Deauville, will
round out the variety of the spectacle offered.

The exceptional 100 mile ride from the Haras du Pin, to the
Bay of Mont-Saint-Michel, will enable competitors and
visitors from around the world to discover Normandy’s
countryside, forests, hedgerows and old Roman roads.

The World Games aim to combine sporting excellence with
popularising the event in the town centre, celebrating the
horse and equestrian sports, promoting the know-how of
France’s and Normandy’s equine industry and making the
event part of an economic and tourist development strategy.
www.normandie2014.com/english

A
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Equestrian Normandy

Racing and horse auctions:

Racing and track activities are at the heart of this dynamic
industry. Auctions of thoroughbreds and trotters, profits
generated by betting and world-class events such as
yearling auctions in Deauville are this economic activity’s
pillars. The thoroughbred auctions in Deauville are ranked
second in the world behind Newmarket, near Cambridge
and Doncaster, England. In August 2009 yearling auctions
in Deauville reached €41 million.

New!

Pole International du Cheval -

Deauville Calvados

With leading race track La Touques, Deauville is the
site of a new international equestrian centre, with a
riding school, three indoor and three outdoor arenas
and a restaurant. The centre will attract international
show jumping and dressage events and host
international teams preparing for the 2012 Olympics
and the 2014 WEG, as well as serving the local
equestrian community.
www.pole-international-cheval.com

New!

Abbey Trail on horseback ends at Mont-
Saint-Michel, La Manche

This horse riding trail in La Manche is the perfect
opportunity for equestrian fans to discover five Norman
abbeys along a 155km journey through peaceful, quiet
lanes cut through the bocage and along the Vire river.
The trail ends with the crossing of the Mont-Saint-
Michel Bay surrounded by fantastic scenery.

www.mancherandonnee.com
www.beauconniere.com

Equestrian events for 2011

A Cheval sur la musique, Saint-L6, Calvados
12% — 13" March

An equestrian symphony show brings together music,
dancing and horses. Performed to the music of great
composers such as Strauss, Bizet and Brahms

and also contemporary music from Brel,

Morricone or Nougaro, a dazzling
display.
www.calvados-tourisme.com

Deauville Racecourse,
Calvados

10 - 12* June 2011
Grand National Jumping

De la terre a la scéne,
Juvigny-sous-Andaine, Orne
July and August 2011

See the workhorses as never before at la Ferme de la
Michaudiére. This hour long spectacle, featuring tricks,
carriage parades, and a chariot race sees these robust and
muscular horses transform into graceful and agile animals.
www.lamichaudiere.fr

La Touques Racecourse, Deauville - Calvados
30" - 315t July & 15t to 28" August 2011
Lucien Barriere Deauville Polo Cup Deauville

Normandie Horse Show, Saint-L6, Calvados
August 2011

Equestrian experts, breeders, horse lovers, riders and
visitors come together in this event combining sport and
farming. Taking place in one of France’s National Stud
Farms, celebrating the Norman and French thoroughbreds.
www.normandiehorseshow.com

Equi’Days Horse Festival, Calvados

7™ - 23" October 2011

The equestrian festival of Calvados brings together riders
from around the world. With competitions, exhibitions, horse
shows, and even equestrian art displays as well as fine wine
and dining, grab an opportunity to rub shoulders with the
elite of equestrianism.

http://equidays-calvados.com

g
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World War Il in Normandy

Operation Overlord

Probably the most important military operation of all time. Had it failed, the
world today would be a very different place. Nowhere is the memory of the
Second World War more intense than along Normandy’s northern coastline
and discovering this history at first hand can be very powerful.

From Sainte-Mére-Eglise in La Manche to the beaches of Dieppe in Seine-
Maritime, the coastline is dotted with war memorials and museums with
superbly presented interactive displays tailored to young generations.

New!

Le Musée du Débarquement

Utah Beach, Manche

Spring 2011

The museum marks its 50th anniversary with a grand
refurbishment, ready to launch on D-Day. Fresh on display is
a WWII Martin B-26 fighter jet, and a new flight-simulator
experience will test your vertigo, during combat in the sky.
The completion of a new wing to the museum will host more
WWI| artefacts, preserving the memory of the American
troops who landed on Utah Beach in 1944,

www.utah-beach.com

Make a date

D-Day Tribute Parachute Drop

La Fiere, Sainte — Mére - Eglise, Manche
5™ June

As D-Day marks its 67th anniversary, a cohort of 800
international parachutists join forces to pay tribute to the
thousands of soldiers that landed on the Normandy
beaches on the 6th June 1944. The group of 500
American, 250 French, 50 German and 30 British and
parachutists will descend from five planes, marking the
biggest drop on these shores since that infamous day in

New! i
Airborne Museum

Sainte-Meére-Eglise, Manche
Sainte-Meére-Eglise was the first town to be liberated by US
troops on D-Day and 180,000 people visit the town’s
museum each year. Dedicated entirely to the liberating
forces, highlights of this museum include a WACO glider in
its original condition and one of the Douglas C47 aircrafts
that towed the gliders across the channel during Operation
Overlord. An 1800m2 expansion to the museum has now
commenced to accommodate more tanks and aircrafts
never before exhibited.

www.musee-airborne.com

Airborne Museum

Make a date

D-Day Festival

Longues-sur-Mer & Port-en-Bessin

3 -7" June 2011

The first town to be liberated by the British on D-Day,
Bayeux-Bessin marks the 67th anniversary of the Allies’
landing in 1944. Firework displays, guided walks, evenings
with veterans, a picnic celebrating the liberation and a
reconstruction of a military camp are on the agenda.
www.bessin-normandie.com

,
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World War Il in Normandy

Historic Trail of 1944, Carentan, Manche
Explore the liberation of Carentan, where 20,000 American
paratroopers landed. Download the map to guide yourself
around a three hour tour of the stunning scenery of the
Regional Natural Parks and beautiful villages of France that
covers 13 sites crucial to the liberation of this area.
www.carentan-circuit-44.com

Relive history in a World War Il Jeep, Manche
Visit the battlefields in a WWII Jeep! Aimost 640,000 Jeeps
were produced between December 1941 and the summer of
1945, with a warfare life expectancy of 90 days. Being small
and compact, it could be transported to battle areas by plane
or glider, dropped by parachute, or floated across a river,
carrying 3 easily and 6 at a pinch. Discover one of the best
motors of World War Il and cross the fields and beaches,
once the battlefields of combat.
www.manche-locationvacances.com

Caen Memoirial,
Calvados

One of the most visited
European memorials with up
to 400,000 visitors each
year. The ‘World War, Total
War’ area of the memorial
dedicated to WWII has been
totally transformed, taking account

of the latest historical research so that

visitors benefit from a global perspective of the conflict. In
2010 a new audio guiding system was installed, and new
exhibitions include, “6th June and the Battle of Normandy”,
and “Designs for Peace”.

www.memorial-caen.fr

Maison de la Libération

Saint-Laurent-sur Mer, Calvados

A stone’s throw from Omaha Beach, the first house liberated
on 6th June 1944 is now open to the public, for visitors
looking to add original WWII history to their night’s stay.
Accommodating for up to 6 people, this 200 year old gite
presents the "Veillées d’Omaha Beach" — which includes a 45-
minute documentary on the property and the liberation, in a
portrayal of the history that has shaped it.
www.lamaisondelaliberation6juin44.com

A{mdy
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D-Day seen from the seas

Departing from Port-en-Bessin, the "Pays du Bessin®
motorboat can board a hundred passengers for a unique
discovery of the DDay Landing beaches, the American
sector in particular. Three different routes take visitors to the
heart of the artificial harbour in Arromanches, to Omaha
Beach and to Pointe du Hoc. The Pays du Bessin's captain,
Olivier, is at his microphone to offer a running commentary
throughout the tour.

www.lesvedettesdenormandie.fr

Merville-Franceville Battery, Calvados

One of the most complex military actions of Operation
Overlord took place at the Merville-Franceville battery when
young Lieutenant-Colonel Ottway led the heroic British 9th
Parachute Battalion to neutralise this strategic position. Set
up in Casemate 1, the battery museum plays testament to
the life-changing experiences of the young men on both
sides, hundreds of whom lost their lives in the operation. A
realistic sound and light reconstruction and original artefacts
from the soldiers themselves bring the momentous operation
to life.

www.batterie-merville.com

The Battle of Normandy online

Find out more about the ceremonies that will commemorate
D-Day, June 6th 1944, as well as information on the
monuments and sites of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy,
on the Normandie Memoire website:
www.normandiememoire.com

-
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Music in Normandy in 2011

Tune into Normandy for a musical treat.
Normandy hosts a variety of performances from opera to electro.

Jazz sous les pommiers

Coutances, Manche

28" May - 4" June

Head to the medieval town of Coutances for Jazz Sous Les
Pommiers, a festival with big names in small venues. The
eight-day festival, held amid the pastures and cider orchards
of rural Normandy punches way over its weight. Running for
30 years, it now features 50 concerts with more than 50,000
tickets sold. This year, US double bass legend Ron Carter will
provide a headline performance, alongside his Golden Striker
Trio. Other acts announced so far include top American
bluesman Eric Bibb and Dutch group the Rosenberg trio.
Music envelops the streets and cafés, where oysters and
cider are traditional festival fodder. Program unveiled in March
at: www.jazzsouslespommiers.com

Madam Butterfly Opera

10" & 11" June, Chateau du Champs de Bataille
Le Neubourg - Eure

24" & 25™ June, Mont Saint Michel - Manche
This summer, the 17th century
gardens of the Chateau de
Champs de Bataille and the
Abbey at the top of Mont Saint
Michel will provide breathtaking
backdrops for all four

Crika

performances of Giaccomo
Puccini ‘s tragic opera Madame
Butterfly. Depicting the tragedy
and sorrow of doomed love

between an American and his
Japanese bride Madame Butterfly showcases some of
Puccini’s most sublime and striking music.
www.operaenpleinair.com - www.akouna.com

Les Grands Manuscrits de la Chanson
Francaise, Avranches - Manche

21st June - 25" September

The Avranches Scriptorial, home to the medieval parchments
of Mont-Saint-Michel exhibits the original manuscripts of

Jacques Brel and Serge Gainsbourg.
www.scriptorial.fr

Festival de Beauregard
Hérouville Saint Clair, Calvados
st = 3 July
This rock pop garden party
showcases the best bands
from both sides of the
Channel. One castle, two
stages, 3 days of live music
and almost 40 000 fans!
With a line up of more than
30 acts, featuring BBC's
sound of 2010, Two Door
Cinema Club, this festival, now

in its 3rd year, is the fastest
growing in Normandy!
www.festivalbeauregard.com

Les Musicales de Mortagne au Perche
Orne

2n _ {7 July

A series of six classical concerts featuring music from
Chopin, Schumann, Haydn and more are to be performed
across the charming region of Le Perche.

www.francefestivals.com/mortagne

Autour d’un Piano Festival

Chateau de Carrouges, Orne

23 July - 13" August

Soloists, duos and trios present a series of classical
concerts set in the 14th century Chateau de Carrouges.
www.odc-orne.com

Vo

legendary French musicians including Edith Piaf,
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Museums, Exhibitions and Arts in Normandy

Museums

New!
H20
Rouen, Seine-Maritime
The new H20 science discovery

centre encourages interactive

learning using multimedia

equipment and sound.
The museum, housed

_ in an old hangar

& displays up to four

exhibitions each year,

ey

offering a unique

' approach to the latest

_" " development in the world of
science. Workshops and

experiments bring science to life in this experience suitable

for children and adults alike.

www.rouenvalleedeseine.com

New!

L'odyssée

Paléospace de Villers-sur-Mer, Calvados
Opens in April

Dinosaurs existed in Normandy! This new museum hosts a

spectacular interactive tour taking visitors back 160 million
years, to relive the Jurassic age and explore Normandy
covered in a warm sea, with salt-water crocodiles, giant
marine reptiles and dinosaurs which roamed the cliffs at
Vaches Noires. Take a guided tour and discover fossils,
dinosaur skeletons, and life-size dinosaur reconstructions of
the mammals that ruled the lands of Normandy for some
150 million years, finally becoming extinct 65 million years
ago.

www.paleospacevillers.fr

New!

Opening of the Grande Galerie,

at La Cité de la Mer, Cherbourg

The submarines and ships that allowed man to explore the
ocean depths take centre stage in the Grand Gallery of the
maritime museum that has already amazed more than 2

million visitors. The Cité de la Mer harbours the largest
aquarium in Europe as well as France’s deepest tank with
hundreds of species of fish. Embark on a daring underwater
expedition in the deep sea adventure to become part of the
crew of a real voyage.

www.citedelamer.com/uk

New!

Musée des Pécheries,
Fécamp, Seine Maritime
End of 2011

Once a fishing metropolis, Fécamp is set to open a new

museum in the historic building of “La Morue Normande”,
which was erected in the 1950s in the centre of the harbour.
The building itself is considered the first item of the
collection, as ships sailed the icy northern seas and brought
back tons of cod to it. The museum-to-be still houses fish
smoking ovens that will be integrated with other artefacts to
celebrate this fishing capital and its fish, sailors, ships,
coastling, the sea and the changing methods of fishing.
www.seine-maritime-tourisme.com
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Museums, Exhibitions and Arts in Normandy

Exhibitions

Moebius at the Thomas Henry Musée,
Cherbourg-Octeville

A new exhibition of 200 paintings from world famous comic-
artist, Jean Girard, aka ‘Moebius’, is on display in this port
town museum. Award winning Girard has produced comic
strip characters since the 1960’s, with works including
Blueberry and the wordless, Arzach, where the imagery and
situations are often compared to dreams or the
subconscious. The museum, one of the finest buildings in
the area, is also home to over two hundred paintings that
have been collected from a broad range of artists across
Europe from the last five hundred years.
www.villecherbourg.fr

The Clark’s Collection, from Manet to Renoir
Musée des Impressionismes de Giverny, Eure
July 12" - October 31%t, 2011

From late 2010 through 2012, the Sterling and Francine
Clark Art Institute will present a touring exhibition of 60-70 of
its most important 19th century European paintings.
Among these works are the greatest of the Clark’s
extraordinary holdings of French Impressionism, including
masterpieces by Monet, Pissarro, Sisley, Morisot, Manet,
Degas, as well as an extraordinary group of more than
twenty paintings by Renoir. In addition, the exhibition
includes earlier works by Corot and Millet, as well as
academic paintings by artists such as Gerome, Alma-
Tadema, and Bouguereau.
www.museedesimpressionnismesgiverny.com

i O Cod, B
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Art festivals and Craft

Les Falaises Ardentes — Sound & Light Show
Abbaye du Valasse, Seine Maritime

July — September

The Sound and Light theatrical
performance is set in the 12th century
Cistercian Abbey of Le Valasse. The
history of the Normandy flashes before
your eyes in the spectacular show with
epic effects and pyrotechnicst and
highlights the region’s historical periods from
the Vikings, the royal court and the revolution, to
the hundred years war and D-Day.

www.eana.fr

Sortie de Bain
Festival
Granville, Manche
21t = 24™ July
2011

Street theatre,
concerts, dance,
music, burlesque and circus brings the Street Art festival of
Les Sorties de Bain in Granville for the 9th year running. A
fun, family festival with international performers.
www.sortiesdebain.com

New!

Alencon lace tradition wins place on
UNESCO heritage list

Using only a needle and thread, the

Alencon lace making technique and unique
craft, Point d’Alencon , was developed in
the 17th century and practiced by up to
8000 women at the time. The material was
named “queen of all laces” at the first Universal
Exhibitions in Brighton in 1851. Today the industry

employs six people. The technique takes up to a decade to
master has now been recognized by UNESCO as a cultural
treasure that deserved to be protected. This world heritage
listing could ensure that the practice does not die with the
current generation of lacemakers.

Vo
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Flavours of Normandy

Normandy is truly a food lover’s paradise. For visitors seeking that authentic culinary experience,
there are plenty of local specialities to sample. Read on for more on food heaven!

Apples and pears

Sweetening many a regional dish, Normandy’s signature
apples and pears also form the basis of traditional local
drinks such as cider, Perry, Calvados (an apple-based
brandy) and Pommeau (a mixture of apple juice and
Calvados). Take a tour of the many Calvados distilleries and
cider-makers and taste the celebrated tipples for yourself.

Le trou Normand, all about Calvados!

You know that problem you sometimes encounter part-way
through a good meal: you are feeling full, but there are
delicious courses still waiting to be eaten? In Normandy, the
time-honoured solution is to partake of a trou normand or a
Norman hole.

Originally, this meant drinking a small glass of Calvados
inbetween courses to restimulate the appetite.

Nowadays the trou normand has been adopted all over
France and generally takes the form of a sorbet laced with
alcohol — traditionally apple sorbet and Calvados.

Ecomusée de la Pomme et du Cidre

Bretteville du Grand, Seine Maritime

Cider is far more than just a thirst-quenching drink — it is a
tradition.

And what better way to find
out about it than by visiting
a working artisanal cider
production unit and sharing
a glass with a family of
cider-growers who are
passionate about the
Norman cider tradition?
Ecomusée de la pomme et
du cidre.

Route de Goderville
76110 BRETTEVILLE DU GRAND CAUX
http://www.ecomuseeducidre.fr/GB_index.asp

Make a date

Apple Blossom Pink

May, across Normandy

May is probably Normandy’s most beautiful month and is
forecast to see a bumper flowering after the “incubator”
conditions of winter. It is also specifically the month for
apple blossom — the region is, after all, the cider capital of
France.

=14 g
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Apple Blossom Pink

Cider Experiment bears fruit for Scot
Domaine des Leudets 14130 Blangy le
Chéateau, Calvados

Scotsman Edward MclLean raised
eyebrows in his Calvados village when
he started making cider. Ten years
later, the entrepreneurial Scotsman’s
produce is selling out in shops and
restaurants across the region.

Edward MclLean bought a 17th-century
manor in the heart of Calvados country in
1976. Now, three decades and 250 apple trees

later, the 70-year-old has become a well-known figure in the
area with his cider production business named Le Gars
Normand — the Norman guy.

Dry cider makes up 90% of Mr McLean’s production,
although he also make a little bit of sweet cider “for the
Parisians”, some poiré, apéritifs and a dry or semi-dry
pommeau, which is closer to wine at 11 per cent alcohol and
which he calls “vin de pomme”.

."
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Flavours of Normandy

Apples and pears

Route du Cidre, Pays d’Auge

The Route du Cidre, in the heart of the Pays d’Auge, is a 40-
km trail that takes in picturesque villages such as Beuvron en
Auge, imposing chateaux and manor houses, half-timbered
cottages and cellars packed with bottles, all based on the
humble apple.

Around 20 producers open their cellars and share their
production secrets with visitors, among them Philippe Huet,
who today runs the family business started by his
grandfather at Cambremer and who is also President of the
Route du Cidre (see below).

www.calvados-tourisme.com

http://routeducidre.free.fr

Domfront — Perry nice indeed!

Normandy Perry

Normandy is the only region in France which still produces
Perry. A heady beverage, Poiré is made like cider, by
crushing the fruit, but uses pears not apples. From
Domfront to Barenton (home of the Maison de la Pomme et
de la Poire) and from Saint-Fraimbault to Sept-Forges, the
Perry Route leads you through the bocage, the criss-
crossing hedgerows partitioning pastures dotted with large
pear and apple trees. Wherever you stop, the locals will
gladly share tales of their labour and traditions and fill your
glass with a drop of sweet nectar.
www.normandy-ornetourism.com

Norm

A’andy

Normandy is not just about
cider and Calvados!

Wine in Calvados? What else would you want
to grow?

Saint-Pierre-sur-Dives, Calvados
Gérard Samson is giving up his day job as a notaire to

concentrate on his unique vineyard in Calvados. For the past
20 years, he had been convinced that cider-country Calvados
could produce something else than bubbly apple juice. Today,
Normandy’s only wine producer, has given the region six well-
respected wines, proving it can be done. Les Arpents du
Soleil, a small hillside near the town of Grisy in the heart of
Calvados, was where Mr Samson decided to plant his five
hectares of vineyard, a well-informed move which led to his
success.Today, the Arpents du Soleil produce 25,000 bottles
per year in six varieties: auxerrois blanc and pinot gris — the
original grapes — melon de bourgogne, muller-thurgau,
chardonnay-sauvignon and the most recent, a pinot noir.
www.arpents-du-soleil.com

Biére of Richard the Lionheart
Brasserie Duplessi, Tosny,
Eure

Taste the ale of your Norman
ancestors! Before cider became

popular in the 16th Century, beer was
favoured amongst the Normans. A natural
beer named after Richard the Lionheart is brewed

by Guy Duplessi in Tosny just below the first Duke of
Normandy’s ruined fortress in Les Andelys. It comes in blond,
amber and brown! The shop is open daily from 9am to 9pm
for those who fancy a jug!

L .
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Flavours of Normandy

Cheese Heaven

The Normandy region produces four distinct Camembert
AOC quality-certified cheeses: Camembert, Round in form, Normandy camembert is a soft cheese with
Livarot, Neufchatel and Pont ’'Evéque. a floury rind left to ripen for 35 days. The cheese was

perfected in 1791 by Marie Harel, a lady farmer from the
town of Camembert, following the advice of a priest
(originally from Brie) who was staying with her.

Livarot

The most popular cheese in Normandy, Livarot takes its
name from a small village south of Lisieux. With its
distinctive orange rind and its strong smell, Livarot requires
at least three weeks of ripening to obtain its unmistakable
flavour.

Neufchatel

The most senior member of the Normandy cheeses, heart-
shaped Neufchatel is almost a thousand years old with
traces of its existence dating back as far as 1035. Produced
within a 30km radius of Neufchatel-en-Bray in the Seine-
Maritime department, Neufchétel is ready just ten days after
it has been made.

Pont 'Evéque

Originally produced in the monasteries of the Pays d’Auge,
the first mention of Pont I'Evéque, found in a book entitled
‘La Roman de la Rose’, dates back to the year 1230. Left to
ripen for a month and a half, the square Pont I'Evéque

cheeses have a soft ochre or golden-yellow rind.

GUACE DE LA FERIE,

New!
Camembert flavour ice-cream
La Ferme du Bois Louvet near Lieurey produces 40 different

flavours of ice-cream from their cows. Milk comes straight
out of Phillippe Cocagne’s dairy farm and fruits from nearby
orchards and bushes. The flavours vary from regular
chocolate, to nut or foie gras, to bold tiramisu and the
audacious camembert.

www.glaceduboislouvet.com

Camembert Ice-cream
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Seafood

Normandy’s 600 kilometres of coastline host
some of France’s most important fishing ports.
From lobster and scallops, to herring and
shrimps, Norman cuisine is nirvana for the
seafood-lover!

Low-tide fishing on foot

Barneville-Carteret, Manche

The miles of sand dunes and golden beaches around the
charming town of Barneville-Carteret provide the perfect
starting point to go fishing on foot.

At low tide, all sorts of shell-fish can be found on the rocks
or in the sand, including crabs and shrimps. Alternatively
head for the centre of Barneville on a Saturday morning to
snap up the fresh fish and shellfish at the weekly market.
www.barneville-carteret.fr

An old wives’ tale,
Dieppe, Seine Maritime
Every morning (except Sunday) the wives of Dieppe’s

fishermen sell the fish brought in the previous night by their
husbands. Sold near to the Tourist Information, get there
early to get the best of the catch at a bargain price. Dieppe
also boasts some of the region’s best fish restaurants
nestled around the old port.

www.dieppetourisme.com

s
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Flavours of Normandy

Auctioning the catch
Port-en-Bessin, Calvados

Port-en-Bessin

The commune of Port-en-Bessin still lives according to the
rhythm of the tides and the daily outings of its fishing fleet.
Witness the unloading of the catch at the daily fish auction
and see for yourself the huge variety of fish to be found off
the coast of this delightful little fishing port. Amongst the

cod, mackerel, monkfish and squid, the famed local scallops

take pride of place when the season begins in October!
www.bessin-tourism.com

Oysters and horses
Gouville-sur-Mer, Manche
21% of France’s oysters come
from the coasts of Normandy.
Those produced on the
stretch of Cotentin coastline
from Granville to Portbail are
known as “pleine mer”

oysters thanks to their
distinctive Atlantic flavour.

The oysters benefit from the
clear seas and strong currents
which make them particularly fine and
ensure a strong flavour and scent of the sea. Visitors to

Gouville-sur-Mer can take tours of the local oyster parks in a

horse and cart with the Attelage des Grandes Marées.
http://ot.gouvillesurmer.free.fr/

L .
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Quirky and unusual!

Bored of beef?
Try Normandy emu instead
Think of Normandy and you will
probably picture cows, cider,

calvados, camembert and goat’s
cheese — not emus and ostriches.
However, at a farm nestled in the heart of the beautiful Eure
countryside, the distinctive birds are very much at home.
Francois Hamel and Rose-Lison Pommier have been
breeding emus and ostriches at their farm Eur’Autruches in
Beaumesnil for three years..

Have they tapped into a market that could topple beef and
pork as Normandy’s favourite meat? Probably not but emu is
extremely low in fat and cholesterol and, as such, emu and
ostrich meat offer a very healthy alternative.

The farm’s range of meat produce includes steaks and joints
for roasting, as well as rillettes and patés. A surprising array
of products available at the farm are a range of emu
cosmetics. Emu oil has great anti-inflammatory properties,
and is helpful for the treatment of arthritic conditions.

Eur’Autruche is open from April to September every
afternoon at 15.00.
www.eurautruche.com

Cookery Class with a local twist
Chaumiere aux Ortie, La Haye-de-Routot, Eure

Nettle sirup made by Michele Lesage

Identify, discover, and gather local wild products such as
dandelions, nettles and ground ivy and supplement recipes

bring local plants back to the palette.

Flavours of Normandy

Parachute
delicacies
Sainte-Mére-Eglise,
Manche

Plunge a delicious
parachute-shaped
shortbread biscuit
into your tea, or try a
slice of soft almond flavoured parachute cake, Petit-Para.
The biscuit factory of Sainte-Mére-Eglise has dedicated two
new products to the D-Day landings when thousands of
paratroopers landed around Sainte-Mére-Eglise, the first
town to be liberated by American troops in June 1944.
www.biscuit-sainte-mere-eglise.com

Watch bees at work

Suisse Normande, Calvados

Bees are fundamental to our entire eco-system — but how
much do you know about this humble insect? A visit to Les
Ruchers de la Suisse Normande in Le Vey near Clécy in
Calvados will answer all of your questions and more. Owner
Lionel Letellier started his bee business 20 years ago and
has 350 beehives. He says the exceptionally cold winter has
not impacted on the hives here — and the alarming decline in
the bee population in the UK does not appear to be
replicated in Normandy.

The bees at Les Ruchers collect honey from all flowers,
particularly rape, dandelion and fruit blossom in May,
chestnuts at the end of June and sunflowers in July.

The museum has a glass-sided beehive with an opening on

the outside wall which allows the bees to go about their daily

business in full view of visitors.

These fascinating creatures can be witnessed working in the
honeycomb, and “dancing”, indicating with their bodies to
the other bees the direction of the field of blossom they have

just come from.

S

with these forgotten flavours. These cookery
lessons led by connoisseur Michele Lesage
Norm andy
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